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From the Artistic Director

Dear Friends:

Welcome to the
Vancouver Recital Society!
As a presenter, we very
rarely step out of the
“classical” music realm;
when we do, it’s simply
because we’ve come
across musicians whose
brilliance transcends
genre. And that’s precisely the case with George
Hinchliffe’s Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain. Not
only is this our first ukulele presentation, it’s also
the first time in our 43-year history that we’ve
presented a show in the Queen Elizabeth Theatre.

In 1985, the founding brief of George Hinchliffe’s
Ukulele Orchestra was to “have fun and not to
lose money”. They’ve succeeded in spades. The
Orchestra has performed for members of the
British Royal Family, at the Houses of Parliament
in London, at the BBC Proms at the Albert Hall
in London, and they’ve travelled and played to
audiences around the world.

Their appearance this evening marks their first
performance in Canada in 10 years, as well as their
Vancouver debut.

We’d like to thank our Season Sponsor, the Peak
Group of Companies, and the Martha Lou Henley
Charitable Foundation for its enthusiastic support
of this event.

The Vancouver Recital Society is also grateful
for the support of the City of Vancouver, and the
Provincial Government of British Columbia.

We hope that you have a rollicking good time.
Sincerely,

6@@%

Leila Getz

Founder and Artistic Director
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George Hinchliffe’s

Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain

Jonty Bankes
Peter Brooke Turner
Laura Currie
Leisa Rea
Ben Rouse
Chris Walker
Ewan Wardrop

The programme will be announced from the stage.
There will be a 20-minute intermission.

The Ukulele Orchestra is a touring musical group which has been delighting audiences, raising the roof,
selling out performances, and receiving standing ovations since 1985. This all-singing, all strumming group
has been performing for 38 years using only a fistful of ukuleles and maintaining that all genres of music are
available for reinterpretation.

The premise sounds astoundingly simple: instruments, voices, no gimmicks, no light show. Yet the New
York Times exclaim that ‘they extract more than seems humanly possible from so small and so modest
an instrument” and millions have enthused over the years about the fact that the Orchestra tears the
house down with a lively, touching, catchy, emotive, stomping show, threaded with humour and wit
which inexplicably draws the audience in, to a joyous world beyond the conflicts of musical genres and
transcending differences between a serious concert and entertainment.

As soon as the performers walk on stage, the audience feels that they are in safe hands, at home with friends
who are totally in command of the art, craft, and magic of the stage. Sitting in chamber group format and
dressed in formal evening wear (regardless of the time of day or the venue, whether Glastonbury Festival or
Carnegie Hall), it uses the limitations of the instrument to create a musical freedom as it reveals unsuspected
musical insights.

At this point, the audience may well sit back, all prior assumptions forgotten, and allow the Orchestra, which
has sixteen-handedly changed the face of the ukulele world, to give what the Independent raved as “the
best musical entertainment in the country”.

The first gig, intended as a one-off bit of fun was an instant sell out and led to national radio, TV, album
recordings and international tours. Since then, the Orchestra has become what the Observer called “a
muchloved institution” giving thousands of concerts, TV, and radio appearances all over the world. There
have been tours in Britain, across Europe, Scandinavia, New Zealand, Australia, Japan, China, America,
Canada and the North Pole. They also had the honour to perform, by invitation of The Prince of Wales, at the
private 90 Birthday party of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

The Ukulele Orchestra have released CDs and DVDs on their own independent label. The orchestra’s music
has been used in films, plays, and commercials. The Financial Times praised “The sophisticated sound they
make - both percussive and melodic - is at once hilarious and heartfelt”

Musical Director: George Hinchliffe
Tour management: Viola Farrington
Sound: Verena Rogler
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George Hinchliffe’s

Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain

Performers’ biographies

Peter Brooke-Turner

At over 2 metres tall, Peter Brooke Turner may
well be the tallest ukulele player in the world - he
is certainly the tallest in the Ukulele Orchestra. He
was born in Portugal and grew up in the Soviet
Union, Brazil, The United States, Finland and ltaly.
After false starts on the violin, trumpet and guitar,
he finally discovered the ukulele and joined the
Ukes in 1995.

He has released three albums under his
pseudonym ‘Tony Penultimate’. Has worked with
many well-known showbiz names in the UK and
has even lent his uke to Tiny Tim. He fronted his
own ‘Ukulele Kings’ rock group in the 90s.

Peter has started the world’s first high-altitude
drama company - the ATTC (Airline Toilets
Theatre Company), which has subsequently
produced over twenty high-quality, low-budget
songs, sketches and shows (all on Peter’s iPhone)
from this oft-neglected performance area. They
can be viewed online.

Laura Currie

The youngest member of the orchestra, Laura was
born in Dumfries, Scotland, and studied English
Literature at the University of Edinburgh. She
started playing the ukulele at the age of fifteen
after seeing the Ukes in concert and used the
instrument to front her first rock band at sixteen
years old. She began performing with the Ukes

in 2019, and has since toured with them across
China, France and Switzerland.

When not touring with the orchestra, Laura
performs under the solo stage name ‘Ra’. She
writes and releases original songs and covers,
and one of her collaborative singles was recently
featured in a Netflix show.

Laura has garnered an active online following

for her eclectic mix of elaborately self-produced
YouTube videos. During the Covid-19 lockdown

in the UK, she used these video editing skills to
produce the Ukulele Lockdown series that the
Ukes released weekly on YouTube. Laura also plays
piano, bass and guitar.

Photo credit: Allison Burke
Dominic Howles

Dominic grew up in Jamaica, Hong Kong and
Somerset. He is a very experienced bass player,
using double bass and electric bass, and has
worked with many well-known jazz names and in
classical ensembles. He has worked with Tommy
Chase, Stacey Kent, Bobby Wellins, Don Weller,
Julian Siegel and many others. He studied at the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama and has
performed in Europe, the Middle East and Asia,
on TV, Radio and Theatre. He has written and
directed multi-media work and is well-respected
as a composer and arranger. His own groups have
performed successfully for many years. He is a
first-class bass soloist and has an engaging sense
of humour, which is ... ahem... always useful when
working with ukulele players. He lives in London.

Leisa Rea

Leisa has a background in Theatre, Comedly,
Writing and Music. She has worked as an actor
and director, written for stage, television, and
radio, and has played with the Orchestra for the
past 15 years.

She’s taught Stand Up Comedy, written for
the BAFTA nominated series ‘Miranda’ (BBC),
performed in her own critically acclaimed shows,



and was the winner of the inaugural Musical
Comedy Awards in 2009.

Away from Orchestral duties, Leisa brings her
considerable experience as a performer and artist
to people all over the world through her online
ukulele teaching and workshops. Recently, Leisa
won an Arts Council of England grant enabling her
to train as a digital audio producer.

Ben Rouse

Ben was born in Cornwall but grew up in
Hampshire. At the age of 8 he began playing

the drums, turning to the guitar at age 11. At

23, Ben formed the rock band ‘Purple Monkey’,
which gained popularity along the South coast

of England. At 25, he decided to learn the violin
and mandolin and formed the folk duo ‘Teapot
Junkies’, releasing two albums of original material.
He went on to teach himself the saxophone, flute,
trumpet and banjo.

At 30, Ben decided that a proper job might be
necessary and earned himself an HND (Higher
National Diploma) in electronics, but in 2007 was
drawn back to music when he saw the Ukulele
Orchestra perform on ‘Jools Holland Hootenanny’.
The next day he bought a ukulele and began
performing and teaching workshops at festivals
around the UK until, in 2014, he was invited to play
with the Orchestra. He has since joined them on
tours across America, China, Europe, Scandinavia
and the UK.

Ewan Wardrop

Ewan started playing the ukulele in 1998 but also
plays mandolin, guitar and the penny whistle.
Ewan trained as a ballet dancer and appeared

in a record-breaking run of Matthew Bourne’s
Swan Lake on Broadway. He has a long history of
working in theatre on an international stage and
has worked with companies such as the Royal
Shakespeare Company and Kneehigh Theatre.
He also has an experimental Morris Dance group
called ‘The Bo Diddlers’.

Chris Walker

Chris studied drama originally but has worked

as a musician for many years, and has given

a huge number of performances with his own
skiffle group. He is an experienced ukuleleator,
singer, raconteur, administrator and tea-chest
bass player. Chris’s experience in theatre and in
venues of a bewildering variety means that he is
comfortable bringing both a seriousness and a
devil-may-care lightheartedness to performances
with the Orchestra. Chris has performed on

radio and TV, at the Cambridge Folk Festival,
Singapore International Arts Festival, Glastonbury
Festival, Linz International Street Festival, and
many other venues in the UK and Europe. He
lives in Cardiff, Wales, which, is useful for the
Orchestra, and, like Scotland, is still part of the
UK and Great Britain.

George Hinchliffe’s
UKULELE ORCHESTRA OF GREAT BRITAIN
is represented by Arts Management Group, Inc. New York, NY

CELLPHONES

The use of cellphones and recording devices
is prohibited in the concert hall. Please take this opportunity
to turn off all electronic devices.
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Thank You!

Presenting exceptional artists is made possible by the generosity of our supporters, who make the journey with us
throughout the season.

COVID-19 has changed a great many things about the way in which we move through the world and interact with
one another. Over the last few years, our supporters have sustained us in ways that we couldn’t have imagined, and
never have we been more grateful.

The Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges the following individual, foundation and corporate partners for
their support throughout the season.

Season Sponsor: The Peak Group of Companies

Concert Sponsors: Elaine Adair | Sherry Killam & Mamie Angus | Robert Bailey & Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey | A Group
of Goldberg Variations Sponsors | Ann Harding | Allison Hart | The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation |
Lynn Kagan | John C. Kerr Family Foundation | The Estate of Denise Mara | George & Santi Pick-Plaez | Ric & Lynda
Spratley | Stephen Schachter & Nancy Stern | Joyce & Tony | The Board of Directors of the Vancouver Recital Society |
Alexandra Volkoff | London Drugs

Additional Support: RBC Emerging Artists | The Estate of Edwina and Paul Heller | The Province of British Columbia |
The City of Vancouver - Cultural Services | The Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | The Diamond Foundation |
The Deux Mille Foundation | John Hodgins & the late Jean Hodgins | Stir | The Vancouver Sun

Accommodation Partner: The Westin Bayshore Vancouver

Community Partners: Vancouver Public Library | Vancouver Academy of Music | Congregation Beth Israel
Supporters

Guardians ($10,000 and above)

Elaine Adair | Lois Binder | The Christopher Foundation | Louise Fletcher Memorial Fund - Held at Vancouver
Foundation | The Estate of Paul & Edwina Heller | The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation | The Estate of
Wendi Mackay | Joan C. McCarter Foundation - Held at Victoria Foundation | Sheila E. McLeod | Keith Purchase &
Judith Fisher | Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | The Estate of Dr. Mervyn L. Weir | RBC Foundation | London
Drugs | Joyce & Tony

Visionaries ($5,000 - $9,999)

Mamie Angus | Robert Bailey & Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey | Hilde & Peter Colenbrander | Diamond Foundation | Mrs.
Maryke Gilmore | Judith & Poul Hansen | Ann Harding | Lynn Kagan | Ingunn Kemble | Sarah Kennedy in Memory
of Ellen Tallman | John C. Kerr Family Foundation | Bill & Risa Levine | The Estate of Mr. Harry Locke | Eileen Mate |
Stephen Schachter & Nancy Stern | Ric & Lynda Spratley | lan & Jane Strang | Elaine Stevens | Alex Volkoff | Birgit
Westergaard & Norman Gladstone | Russell Wodell & David Gordon Duke | V. Wong | Linda Zysblat

Champions ($2,500 - $4,999)

Peter Cass | Cedarhurst Foundation | Deux Mille Foundation | Valerie Hunter | Kate Ker & Paul Cobban | Judi Korbin |
David McMurtry | MV. Newbury | Dr. Kathrine Paton | Quesnel Foundation | Stephen Schachter | The R. & J. Stern
Family Foundation | Storage on Terminal | John & Judy Taylor | Ken & Patricia Tolmie | Susan Wong Lim | One
Anonymous Champion

Devotees ($1,000 - $2,499)

David Agler | joanie Anderson | Joost Blom | Richard Carswell | Leila Chorley | Chris Cook | Jared Dawson | Dr. Jeff
Dresselhuis | Valerie & Richard Dunsterville | William Ehrcke & Donna Welstein | Keith Farquhar & Koji Ito | Judy Finch |
Kim Floeck | Kurt Gagel | Arlene Gladstone & Hamish Cameron | Joan Harding | David Harvey & Cecilia Bernabe |
John Hodgins | John Hooge | Rebecca & John Hunter | Judy Killam | Karen & Stephen Kline | Tony & Margie Knox |
Uriel Kolet | Tony & Margie Knox | Gordon Konantz in Memory of Gail Konantz | David Lyons | Jane Macdonald |
Alistair Mackay | McGrane-Pearson Endowment Fund, Held at Vancouver Foundation | Bill Meyerhoff in Memory of
Nina Popovska | Christine Mills | Mary Jane Mitchell | Geoffrey Newman | Erica Pratt | Myron Story & Larry Clausen |
Holly Sykes & Rob Baker | Carol Tsuyuki | The Estate of Gordon Walters | Morag Whitfield
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Aficionados ($500 - $999)

Stuart Alcock & Tim Agg | Jeff & Keiko Alexander | Bryan Atkins | Bill & Gladys Baxter | Gillian Beattie | Kate Bermingham |
Hazel Birchall | Johan A. Borgen | Earl Briggs | Casey Ching | Judith Coffin | The Late A. Christine Dryvynsyde |
Stephen M. Fitterman | Michael & Dana Freeman | Maria Giardini | Rose Marie Glassman | Elizabeth Guilbride |
Heather Holmes | Dr. Chin Yen Lee | Joyce Lee & Vincent Wong | Teresa Y.H. Lee | Anndraya Luui | Jessica Macintosh |
Elaine Makortoff | Wilfrid & Sally Mennell | Dr. Yoram Minnes | Alla & Gregory Polyakov | Tobin S. Robbins & Sandra
Lee Broudy | William D. Robertson | B. Romanowski | Karen Shuster | Cecil Sigal | James (Jim) Salazar-Smith | Mitch
Taylor | Peter & Carol-Lyn Thaler | Muriel Vallance | Denis Walker | Norma Wasty | Jan Whitford & Michael Stevenson |
Jennifer. Kenneth Yule | Eight Anonymous Aficionados

Friends ($250 - $499)

Bryan & Sheila Andrews | Deb Armour & Jim MacAulay | Barry Auger | Geri Barnes | Paul Beckmann | Brenda
Benham | Victoria Bushnell | G. Chetty | Anne Clemens | Melodie Corbett | Joyce Davies | Larry & Yvonne Diamond |
Moyra Dobson | Mr. & Mrs. J.S. Donn | Barbara Ebelt | Allan J. Fletcher | Daphne & Anson Frost | Sara Getz & Jim
Embleton-Forrest | Patsy George | Carolyn & Peter Godfrey | Nick & Celia Hudson | Marion Keith | Ingunn Kemble |
Cindy King | Leora Kuttner & Tom O’Shea | Fakroon Lakdawalla | D. Wendy Lee | Alison MacLennan | Ketty Magil |
Kathie Marteinsson | Ray McNabb | Jaime Peschiera | Donald J. Rosenbloom | Marie Schneider & Richard Dettman |
Philip Sestak | Melville & Joan Shaw | Niamh Small & Cliff Skelton | Tom & Margaret Taylor | Robin Wenham | Jane
Warner in Memory of Christine Dryvynsyde | Six Anonymous Friends

Enthusiasts (up to $249)

Elizabeth & Alan Bell | Barbara Lynn Blakely | Norma Boutillier | Charles & Carol Brauner | Martha Brickman | Gordon
Briggs | John & Ruth Brock | Alix Brown in Memory of Christine Dryvynsyde | Mary Burck | Donna Cairns | Elaine
Campbell | Jennifer Canas | Miriam Caplan | Dr. Ingrid Catz | Wilma Chang | Josephine Chanin | Deanna Charlton |
Jane Cherry | K. Bruce Clark | Ruth Crellin | Rod & Elaine Day | Larry Dian | Leslie Dickason | Peter Dodek & Hella Lee |
Ine Doorman | Margot Ehling | Joseph Julian Elworthy | Irina Faletski | Christiana Flessner | Roger & Marjorie Foxall in
Memory of lan & Bernice McLaren | Roger & Marjorie Foxall in Memory of Michele Jacques | Barbara Frisken | Dr. Suping
Geng | Sara Getz in Memory of Christine Dryvynsyde | Sima Godfrey | David Griffiths | Rosemary Groves | Pauline Hall
in Memory of Christine Dryvynsyde | Judith & Poul Hansen | Evelyn Harden | Don Harder & Laurie Townsend | Gordon
James Harding | Paula Hart | Martha Hazevoet | Bill & Heather Ireland | Centrella Jones | Helene Kaplan | Joan Keay |
Joslin Kobylka | Karen Kruse & Peter Scott | Patricia Laimon | Leong Family | Dora Leung | Dr. Emma Li | Janet Lowcock |
Rovie Loyogoy | Shelley Main | Louies Merler | Elena Miller | Gerry Millett | Philip Neame | Celia Mary O’Neill | Henriette
Orth | CV. Parr | Jane Brindley & Ross Paul | Tianze Peng | George & Maria Percy | Jill Plumbley | Silva Plut | Mark L.
Quigley | Anita L. Romaniuk | Anthony G. Roper | Rhona Rosen | Marilyn Ross in Memory of Christine Dryvynsyde |
Charlotte Rozsa | Martha Russell | John & Toni Sandler | Paris Simons | Peter J. Smith | Dr. Luminita Cristina Spantulescu |
Shirley & Ray Spaxman In Memory of Thomas Wang | Sarah Temple | Anona E. Thorne | Anthony & Denise Townsend |
Matt & Jean Valikoski | Esther E. Vitalis | Barbara M. Walker | Lesley Walker | Cora Whiting | John & Hilde Wiebe | Judith
Williamson | Jonathan & Christine Wisenthal Linda Woodcock | Elizabeth & Ray Worley | Dr. Virginia Wright | Jason
Wrobleski | James Paul Zablosky | Larissa Zoubareva | Thirty three Anonymous Enthusiasts

The following donors have also generously supported the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the
Vancouver Foundation:

The late Elisabeth de Halmy in memory of Alexander de Halmy | Elizabeth Fong Yung in loving memory of TY. &
Grace Fong | Kurt Gagel | Leon & Leila Getz in honour of the late Edwina Heller | Maryke & the late Paul Gilmore |
Kenneth Owen Gracie & P.H. Waddell | Ann Harding | the late Edwina & Paul Heller | Marth Lou Henley in honour of
Leila Getz | Lynn Kagan | the late Harry Locke | Lilli & Jerry Luking | Denise Mara | Eileen Mate | Diana McMeekin |
Paula Palyga | Abe & Leyla Sacks | lan & Jane Strang | John & Judy Taylor | Marilyn & the late Brian Wallace | Susan
Wong Lim in memory of Jean Lyons | One Anonymous Building Block

Corporate supporters of the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the Vancouver Foundation include:
AXA Pacific Insurance Co. | Getz Prince Wells | Haywood Securities

The VRS appreciates the generous support of all its donors.

This list was created on Thursday, April 13, 2023, and includes bequests, gifts of cash, donations of securities,
sponsorships and ticket donations dating back to January 1, 2022. Should you discover any errors or omissions,
please accept our sincere apologies and contact Arlo Spring, Administration, Fundraising, and Box Office
Coordinator, by email to arlo@vanrecital.com or by phone at 604.602.0363, so that any necessary corrections can
be made.

There are many ways to support the VRS including making a philanthropic gift, sponsoring a concert and/or
including us in your estate plans. If you would like more information, please contact us at 604.602.0363.




- VANCOUVER
‘ RECITAL
|\ SOCIETY

103 - 119 West Pender Street VRS Board of Directors
Vancouver, BC

V6B 1S5
Telephone: 604.602.0363

Email: info@vanrecital.com

Christine Mills - President
Casey Ching - Vice President
Jared Dawson - Treasurer

Web: vanrecital.com Jeff Dresselhuis - Secretary
n g ‘@] Jonathan Girard

Valerie Hunter

Gloria Tom

Jessica Yan Macintosh

Staff

Leila Getz, C.M,, O.B.C., DFA
Founder & Artistic Director

Sara Getz
General Manager

Alex Glyniany
Box Office & Production Manager

Niamh Small
Marketing & Communications Manager

Arlo Spring
Administration, Fundraising & Box Office Coordinator

Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges that we are on the traditional and unceded territory of the Coast
Salish Peoples, including the territories of the x*maskway’ am (Musqueam), Skwxwu7mesh (Squamish), and
Sal” ilwata?/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



PEAK
Leading The Way In
Home Improvement Innovation

The Peak Group of Companies is proud to
support the Vancouver Recital Society
as the 2022-2023 Season Sponsor
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