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From the Artistic Director

CCeellllpphhoonneess  
 
The use of cellphones and recording devices is prohibited in 
the concert hall. Please take this opportunity to turn off all 
electronic devices. 
 

音乐厅内禁止使用手机，禁止拍照，录音，录像。请观众关闭所有

电子器材，谢谢您的合作。 
 
 
 

VVRRSS  AAddddrreessss  
201-513 Main Street 
Vancouver, BC V6A 2V1 
Canada 
 
 
Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges that we are on the 
traditional and unceded territory of the Coast Salish Peoples, 
including the territories of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh 
(Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. 

CELLPHONES
The use of cellphones and recording devices 

Is prohibited in the concert hall. Please take this opportunity
to turn off  all electronic devices.

is prohibited

Dear Friends:

It is with great pleasure and excitement that we present the Manchester 
Collective with South African cellist Abel Selaocoe. This afternoon, they 
will take us on a musical journey with Sirocco, a program that celebrates 
the warmth and diversity of cultural traditions from across the globe.

We would like to thank our Season Sponsor, The Peak Group of 
Companies, for supporting our series, and we are most grateful to Peter 
and Hilde Colenbrander, and the Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation, 
for making this truly remarkable musical event possible.

We would also like to thank the City of Vancouver and the Government of 
British Columbia for their support.

Open your minds. Open your ears. Expect the unexpected.

Leila

Sirocco:
Manchester Collective & Abel Selaocoe
Sirocco is pure joy and energy – a great storm of music that celebrates the warmth and diversity of cultural 
traditions from across the globe.

Guest directed and narrated by South African cellist Abel Selaocoe, this is music for the people, by the 
people. The show covers everything from outrageous arrangements for solo cello to beloved classics, from a 
set of original African music to a collection of gorgeous Danish folk songs. When this program toured across 
the UK and Europe, critics described it as a “deeply moving” and “once in a lifetime experience”.

Known for their experimental programming and daring collaborations, Manchester Collective perform a 
combination of cutting-edge contemporary music, classical masterpieces and staged work in venues ranging 
from concert halls to warehouses, nightclubs to festivals. 
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Program

Manchester Collective
Abel Selaocoe, cello

Thursday, April 11, 2024 7:30 pm
Vancouver Playhouse

Concert sponsor:

Peter & Hilde Colenbrander

Additional Support:

The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation 

Season Sponsor

Sirocco
The order and repertoire of this program may 
be subject to change by the artists at any point; 
spoken introductions will be given from stage 
throughout the performance.

ABEL SELAOCOE
Qhawe

HANS ABRAHAMSEN
Selections from
Preludes for String Quartet

ABEL SELAOCOE
Tshepo

LUCIANO BERIO
Aldo from 24 Duets for Two Violins

TRADITIONAL (Denmark)
Sønderho Bridal Trilogy
arr. Danish String Quartet

INTERMISSION

ABEL SEALOCOE
Kea Mo Rata

JOSEPH HAYDN
String Quartet Op. 76/1 Hob. III: 75, 
 I. Adagio Sostenuto

TRADITIONAL (South Africa)
Ibuyile

JOHANNES RUSTEN
O Fredrik, O Fredrik
arr. Danish String Quartet

ERIONA RUSHITI
Vashezo

TRADITIONAL (Mali)
Takamba

TRADITIONAL (South Africa)
Ka Bohaleng 

The music program is subject to 
adjustments, and any changes will be 
announced live from the stage.

Manchester Collective:

Abel Selaocoe, cello*
Rakhi Singh, violin
Simmy Singh, violin
Christine Anderson, viola
Alan Keary, electric bass*
Sidiki Dembele, percussion*

Joe Reiser, sound
Declan Kennedy, 
general manager and tour manager

* Members of Chesaba
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Manchester Collective

Photo credit: Gaelle Beri 

Known for their imaginative programming, 
daring collaborations and engaging 
performances, the work of Manchester 
Collective has expanded at breakneck 
speed since their formation in 2016 by 
Adam Szabo and Rakhi Singh.

The Collective’s vision is to reshape the 
future of classical music by creating 
radical artistic work from their base in 
the north of England. The shape-shifting 
ensemble performs a combination of 
cutting-edge contemporary music, 
classical masterpieces and staged work 
nationally and internationally, in spaces 
ranging from concert halls to warehouses 
and nightclubs to festivals.

They collaborate with an exciting array 
of award-winning artists, pushing at 
the boundaries of how classical music 
is presented and experienced. Notable 
previous projects include Sirocco and 
The Oracle with South African cellist Abel Selaocoe, Rosewood with guitarist Sean Shibe, and a multimedia 
performance of Michael Gordon’s “Weather” with an installation by sound recordist Chris Watson. 

New music is of vital importance to the Collective. Crossing diff erent musical genres, in recent years 
they have commissioned major works by composers including Edmund Finnis, Emily Hall, Hannah Peel, 
Lyra Pramuk, Moor Mother, Laurence Osborn and Alice Zawadzki. Their 2023–24 season features new 
commissions by Isobel Waller-Bridge, Isabella Summers, Fergus McCreadie, and Katherine Balch. 

In 2021, Manchester Collective made their Royal Albert Hall debut as part of the BBC Proms Festival and are 
currently artists-in-residence at the Southbank Centre in London. In 2023, they won the Royal Philharmonic 
Society’s prestigious Ensemble award. 

Manchester Collective record for the Icelandic label Bedroom Community. Their third studio album NEON
was released in June 2023. 

Manchester Collective is represented by Wittenberg Artists New York, NY
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Abel Selaocoe, cello

Photo credit: Phil Sharp

Early Life & Education: Abel completed his International Artist 
Diploma at the Royal Northern College of Music in July 2018. In 
May 2021, he was announced as an inaugural Power Up Music 
Creator participant in PRS Foundation’s new initiative to address 
anti-Black racism and racial disparities in the music sector, and 
in July 2021, he received a Paul Hamlyn Foundation award for his 
compositional work. 

Performances: Abel combines virtuosic performance with 
improvisation, singing and body percussion, and is devoted to 
composing works and curating programmes that highlight the 
links between Western and non-Western musical traditions, 
broadening the horizons of classical music to reach a more 
diverse audience. 

Abel thrives in exploratory settings, developing new projects 
with contemporaries, and enjoys close collaborations with 
musicians from a medley of genres, including Bernhard 
Schimpelsberger, Seckou Keita, Manchester Collective, Giovanni 
Sollima and Dudù  Kouaté . In 2016, Abel formed Chesaba – a 
trio specializing in music from the African continent, including 
many of his own compositions – and in 2022 formed the Bantu 
Ensemble, who perform his music widely. 

This Season: In 2023–24 Abel will make his debut at Edinburgh International Festival, Wiener Konzerthaus, 
Philharmonie Luxembourg, Konzerthaus Berlin, Caramoor Center for Music and the Arts and at Carnegie 
Hall with Sphinx Virtuosi. He also tours to the US with Manchester Collective and to the UK and Europe 
with his Bantu Ensemble. Abel is an Artistic Partner of the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra, Artist Spotlight 
at London’s Barbican Centre and Artist in Association with the BBC Singers, performing with each several 
times throughout the season. Abel also continues to perform his solo cello concerto Four Spirits widely in 
2023–24, with performances with the Finnish Radio Symphony Orchestra, London Symphony Orchestra at 
EFG London Jazz Festival and Philharmonie Zuidnederland. 

Abel Selaocoe is represented by Intermusica Artists’ Management Ltd, London, UK.

Abel Selaocoe is an exclusive recording artist with Warner Classics.



6

Thank You!

The Vancouver Recital Society gratefully acknowledges
the following individual, foundation and corporate partners for their support. 

Season Sponsor: The Peak Group of Companies

Concert Sponsors: Elaine Adair | Robert Bailey & Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey and Kate Ker & Paul Cobban | Hilde & Peter 
Colenbrander | Robert & Denise | Colleen & Nick Filler | London Drugs | Jane Macdonald and Ann Harding | The 
Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation | Lynn Kagan | John C. Kerr Family Foundation | Quesnel Foundation | Ric 
& Lynda Spratley | Joyce & Tony | The Board of Directors of the Vancouver Recital Society | Victor | Two Anonymous 
Concert Sponsors

Additional Support: RBC Emerging Artists | The Estate of Edwina and Paul Heller | The Province of British Columbia 
| The City of Vancouver – Cultural Services | The Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | The Diamond Foundation | 
The Deux Mille Foundation | The Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

Accommodation Partner: The Opus Vancouver

Community Partners:  Vancouver Public Library | Vancouver Academy of Music | Kettle Friendship Society

Supporters

Guardians ($10,000 and above)

Elaine Adair | Lois Binder | The Christopher Foundation | Hilde & Peter Colenbrander | Judith Fisher & Keith Purchase | 
Ann Harding | Allison Hart | The Estate of Paul Heller | London Drugs | Louise Fletcher Memorial Fund | Jane 
Macdonald | The Estate of Wendi Mackay | The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation | Joan C. McCarter 
Foundation through the Victoria Foundation | Sheila E. McLeod | Otto & Marie Pick Charitable Foundation | Alan & 
Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | RBC Foundation | Barbara Romanowski | Tony Yue

Visionaries ($5,000 - $9,999)

Mark Allison & Stephanie Holmquist | Mamie Angus | Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey & Robert Bailey | Casey Ching | Robert 
& Denise | Diamond Foundation | Russell Wodell & David Gordon Duke | Colleen & Nick Filler | Forster/Stephenson 
Legacy Fund, Held at Vancouver Foundation | Elizabeth Guilbride | John C. Kerr Family Foundation | Lynn Kagan | 
Sarah Kennedy in Memory of Ellen Tallman | Cheryl Killam | Bill & Risa Levine | Eileen Mate | Cedarhurst Foundation | 
Don & Jane Shumka | Richard & Linda Spratley | Ian & Jane Strang | John & Judy Taylor | Victor 

Champions ($2,500 - $4,999)

Peter Cass | Deux Mille Foundation | Valerie & Richard Dunsterville | Gordon James Harding | Kate Ker & Paul 
Cobban | Karen & Stephen Kline | David & Judi Korbin | David McMurtry | Mary Newbury | Katherine Paton | Stephen 
Schachter & Nancy Stern | The R. & J. Stern Family Foundation | Ken & Patricia Tolmie 

Devotees ($1,000 - $2,499)

Timothy Agg & Stuart Alcock | Joanie Anderson | Joost Blom | Leila Chorley | Larry Clausen & Myron Story | Christine 
Cook | Jeff  Dresselhuis | William Ehrcke & Donna Welstein | Keith Farquhar & Koji Ito | Judy Finch | Stephen M. 
Fitterman | Kim M. Floeck | Arlene Gladstone & Hamish Cameron | Robert Goldstein & Christine Kerr | Cathy Grant | 
Joan Harding | David Harvey and Cecilia Bernabe | John Hooge | Rebecca & John Hunter | Valerie Hunter | Ingunn 
Kemble | Gord Konantz in Memory of Gail Konantz | Alistair Mackay | The McGrane – Pearson Endowment Fund, 
Held at Vancouver Foundation | Bill Meyerhoff  in Memory of Nina Popovska | Christine Mills | Mary Jane Mitchell | 
Geoff rey Newman | Patricia Pender | Erica Pratt | Storage on Terminal | Holly Sykes & Rob Baker | Carol Tsuyuki | 
Morag Whitfi eld | Susan Wong Lim | Three Anonymous Devotees

Afi cionados ($500 - $999)

David Agler | Jeff  & Keiko Alexander | Bill & Gladys Baxter | Gillian Beattie | Brenda Benham | Hazel Birchall | Johan 
Arne Borgen | John & Ruth Brock | Richard Carswell | G. Chetty | Kai Yee Chow | James L. & Patricia J. Davidson | 
Michael & Dana Freeman | Sara Getz & Jim Forrest | Maria Giardini | Shiuman Ho | Heather Holmes | David & Rowena 
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Huberman | Nick & Celia Hudson | Judy Killam | Chin Yen Lee | Teresa Y.H. Lee | Anndraya Luui | Ketty Magil | E.J. 
Makortoff  | W. & S. Mennell | Gabriella Minnes-Brandes & Yoram Minnes | Kathryn Neilson | Barbara O’Brien | Gregory 
& Alla Polyakov | William D. Robertson | Federico Salazar & Jim Smith | Cecil Sigal | Karen Shuster | Mitch Taylor | Peter 
& Carol-Lyn Thaler | Gloria Tom | Muriel Vallance | Alex Volkoff  | Robin Wenham | Jan Whitford & Michael Stevenson | 
Cheryl Williams | Janice Williams| Baldwin Wong | Jennifer & Kenneth Yule | Five Anonymous Afi cionados

Friends ($250 - $499)

Ian and Cathy Aikenhead | Deborah Armour | Paul Atkinson | Geri Barnes | Paul Beckmann | Victoria Bushnell |Anne 
Clemens | Judith Coffi  n | Melodie Corbett | Basil & Tish Davis | Lawrence A Diamond | Mr. & Mrs. JS Donn | Evelyn 
Downs | Camrose Ducote | Allan Fletcher | Roger & Marjorie Foxall | Daphne & Anson Frost | Maryke Gilmore | 
Carolyn & Peter Godfrey | Sima N. Godfrey | Lyman & Penelope Gurney | Marion Keith | Dianne Kennedy | Cindy King | 
Pamela & David Kirkpatrick | Leora Kuttner & Tom O’Shea | Fakroon T. Lakdawalla | Renate Lauritzen | Joyce Lee & 
Vincent Wong | D. Wendy Lee | Marta & Nicolas Maftei | Kathie Marteinsson | Rhona Rosen | Donald J. Rosenbloom | 
Marie Schneider & Richard Dettman | Melville Shaw | Christine L. Shiner | Niamh Small | Mitch & Anne Taylor | Esther 
E. Vitalis | Norma Wasty | Duncan Watts-Grant | E. Wilson | Christine and Jonathan Wisenthal | Nine Anonymous 
Friends

Enthusiasts (up to $249)

Maureen Aird | Bryan & Sheila Andrews | Barbara Arnold | Barry Auger | Jill Bain | Alan & Elizabeth Bell | Norma 
Boutillier | Barbara Bowes | Carol Brauner | Martha Brickman | Donna Cairns | Elaine Campbell | Miriam Caplan | 
Stephanie Carlson | Ingrid Catz | Wilma Chang | Jane Cherry | K. Bruce Clark | Burke & Hanneke Corbet | Gorm 
Damborg | Stan de Mello | Leslie Dickason | Moyra Dobson | Peter Dodek and Hella Lee | Allison Downs | Susan Anne 
Edwards | Margot Ehling | Kate Farrell | Elizabeth Ferguson | Christiana Flessner | Barbara Frisken | Patsy George | 
David Griffi  ths | Evelyn Harden | Paula Hart | Peter Michael Herford | Stanley Herschberg | Centrella Jones | Elena 
Konstantinova | Norman Krasne | Patricia Laimon | Malcolm Lake | Beryl Lamb | Les Leader | Ken Lee | Richard J. Lee 
| Melissa Leong | Barbara Lewison | Emma Li | Carol Long | Janet Lowcock | Huiyuan Ma | Alison MacLennan | Melody 
Mason | Mr. & Mrs. John McKellar | Elena F. Miller | Jane M. Mitchell | Philip Neame in Memory of Eva Lister | Lynne 
Northfi eld | James & Susan Olsen | Celia Mary O’Neill | Henriette Orth | Eileen Padgett | Ross Paul & Jane Brindley | 
Tianze Peng | Jill Plumbley | Mark L. Quigley | Neil Ritchie | Lon & Marilyn Rosen | Sabine Rouques | Charlotte Rozsa | 
John & Toni Sandler | Richard Schick | Angela Schiwy | Philip Sestak | Nadine Sherwin & David Nicholson | Alistair & 
Linda Taylor | Inna Sekirov | Paris Simons | Hendrik Slegtenhorst | Peter Smith | Luminita Cristina Spantulescu | Shirley 
& Ray Spaxman | Ronald Stewart | Aldrich Tan | Sarah Temple | Anthony & Denise Townsend | José  Verstappen |
Barbara M. Walker | Orrin & Wendy Webber | Cora Whiting | John & Hilde Wiebe | Judith Williamson | Eva Wilson | 
Alice Wong | Elizabeth & Ray Worley | Jason Wrobleski | Bernice Wylie | Donald Yung | James Paul Zablosky | 
Barbara Zielinski | Twenty-four Anonymous Enthusiasts

The following donors have also generously supported
the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the Vancouver Foundation:

The late Kurt Gagel | Leon & Leila Getz in honour of the late Edwina Heller | Maryke & the late Paul Gilmore | Kenneth 
Owen Gracie & P.H. Waddell | The late Elisabeth de Halmy in memory of Alexander de Halmy | Ann Harding | The late 
Edwina & Paul Heller | Martha Lou Henley in honour of Leila Getz | Lynn Kagan | The late Harry Locke | Lilli & Jerry 
Luking |The late Miss Denise Mara | Eileen Mate | Diana McMeekin | Paula Palyga | Abe & the late Leyla Sacks | Ian 
& Jane Strang | John & Judy Taylor | Marilyn & the late Brian Wallace | Susan Wong Lim in memory of Jean Lyons | 
Elizabeth Fong Yung in loving memory of T.Y. & Grace Fong | One Anonymous Building Block

Corporate supporters of the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the Vancouver Foundation include:
AXA Pacifi c Insurance Co. | Getz Prince Wells | Haywood Securities

Presenting exceptional artists is made possible
by the generosity of all our supporters, who make the journey with us throughout the season.

This list was created on Tuesday, April 2, 2024, and includes bequests, gifts of cash, donations of securities, 
sponsorships and ticket donations dating back to January 1, 2023. Should you discover any errors or omissions, please 
accept our sincere apologies and contact Arlo Spring, Administration, Fundraising, and Box Offi  ce Coordinator, by 
email to arlo@vanrecital.com or by phone at 604.602.0363, so that any necessary corrections can be made. 

There are many ways to support the VRS including making a philanthropic gift, sponsoring a concert and/or 
including us in your estate plans. If you would like more information, please contact us at 604.602.0363.
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VRS Board of Directors

Casey Ching - President
Valerie Hunter - Vice-President
Jared Dawson - Treasurer
Jeff  Dresselhuis - Secretary

Jonathan Girard
Shiuman Ho
James (Jim) Smith
Gloria Tom
Denis Walz

Sta� 

Leila Getz, C.M., O.B.C., DFA 
Founder & Artistic Director

Sara Getz
General Manager

Alex Glyniany
Box Offi  ce & Production Manager

Niamh Small
Marketing & Communications Manager

Arlo Spring
Administration, Fundraising & Box Offi  ce Coordinator

103 - 119 West Pender Street
Vancouver, BC
V6B 1S5

Telephone: 604.602.0363

Email: info@vanrecital.com

Web: vanrecital.com

Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges that we are on the traditional and unceded territory of the Coast 
Salish Peoples, including the territories of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and 
Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.
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The Peak Group of Companies is proud to 
support the Vancouver Recital Society 

as the 2023-2024 Season Sponsor

Celebrating 25
YEARS OF

Innovation,
Quality andValue


