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From the Artistic Director

CCeellllpphhoonneess  
 
The use of cellphones and recording devices is prohibited in 
the concert hall. Please take this opportunity to turn off all 
electronic devices. 
 

音乐厅内禁止使用手机，禁止拍照，录音，录像。请观众关闭所有

电子器材，谢谢您的合作。 
 
 
 

VVRRSS  AAddddrreessss  
201-513 Main Street 
Vancouver, BC V6A 2V1 
Canada 
 
 
Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges that we are on the 
traditional and unceded territory of the Coast Salish Peoples, 
including the territories of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), 
Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh 
(Tsleil-Waututh) Nations. 

CELLPHONES
The use of cellphones and recording devices 

Is prohibited in the concert hall. Please take this opportunity
to turn off  all electronic devices.

is prohibited

Dear Friends:

After their riotous and wonderfully memorable VRS debut at the Queen 
Elizabeth Theatre in 2023, we are delighted to welcome the Ukulele Orchestra 
of Great Britain back to our stage. 

Last year marked the 40th anniversary of the Ukulele Orchestra, who, from their 
humble beginnings in small rooms above old pubs, took the world by storm with 
their off -beat humour and four-stringed virtuosity. 

All these years later, they are still thrilling audiences with their all-singing, all-
strumming, full throttle, foot-stomping concerts. There are no drums, pianos, 
backing tracks, guitars, or banjos, no pitch shifters or electronic trickery — just 
the astonishing revelation aff orded by the rich orchestration of diff erently tuned 
ukuleles and dynamic vocals.

Once again, we would like to thank Martha Lou Henley for sponsoring their appearance (as she did in 2023).

We are also grateful to our Season Sponsor, the Peak Group of Companies, and to the City of Vancouver for 
its support.

Buckle up for a helter-skelter ride through every kind of musical genre with plenty of laughs along the way in 
an afternoon of Classical, Pop, Punk, Funk, Disco, Bluegrass and Metal.

This is an orchestra like no other. You are in for a rollicking and musically rewarding musical afternoon!

Thank you for joining us.

Leila Getz
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Program   

The Ukulele Orchestra 
of Great Britain 
Peter Brooke Turner, soprano ukulele
Ben Hales, baritone ukulele
Ben Rouse, tenor ukulele
Leisa Rea, concert & sopranino ukulele
Guy Hargreaves, concert ukulele 
Laura Currie , tenor ukulele
Laurie Higgins, bass ukulele 

Sunday, May 3, 2026 
Orpheum Theatre 

Concert sponsor

The Martha Lou Henley 
Charitable Foundation

Additional Support

Season Sponsor

The program 
will be announced from the stage. 
There will be a 20-minute intermission.

Formed in 1985 as the antidote to mindless pop, 
egocentric rock and the indulgent bluster of the 
music business, The Ukulele Orchestra of Great 
Britain donned black tuxedos and began giving 
“concerts” in tiny rooms above old pubs. 

2025 saw them celebrate 40 years of thrilling 
audiences with their off-beat humour and four-
stringed virtuosity from Tasmania to the Arctic 
Circle, Windsor Castle to Carnegie Hall. 

Come and celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
this much-loved institution, on a white-knuckle 
shopping-trolley dash through every kind of 
musical genre. From ABBA to ZZ Top, Tchaikovsky 
to Nirvana, Bluegrass to Broadway, all played on 
the “bonsai guitar”.

The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain

Photo credit: Stefan Mager and Kate Barsby
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The musicians of The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain

Peter Brooke-Turner, soprano ukulele 

Born in Portugal and growing up in the Soviet 
Union, Brazil, America, Finland, Italy and Britain, 
Peter dominates the skyline at over 2 metres tall. 
After false starts on the violin, trumpet and guitar, 
he turned to the ukulele and joined the Orchestra. 
Peter has worked with many showbiz greats, even 
lending his uke to Tiny Tim. Away from the tuxedo, 
Peter has an alter ego, “Tony Penultimate”, whose 
musical shenanigans and albums have a website 
all of their own. 

Ben Hales, baritone ukulele

Ben Hales is a musician, composer and songwriter 
based in London. He spent the 2000s playing 
guitar with chart-topping, yearning man-band 
Aqualung, the 2010s writing music for BBC sketch 
shows (Watson & Oliver, Dick & Dom, Count Arthur 
Strong) and the 2020s making theatre with several 
companies, including his own, Splendid, in places 
like Battersea Arts Centre and Shakespeare’s 
Globe. Ben is hoping the next decade will feature 
more ukuleles. 

Ben Rouse, tenor ukulele

Ben is a multi-instrumentalist who plays guitar, 
mandolin, violin, saxophone, fl ute, trumpet, banjo 
and ukulele. His background as an all-rounder led 
him to form the rock band Purple Monkey and the 
folk duo Teapot Junkies. Ben has also released 
several albums of his own original music. Born in 
Cornwall, he now lives on the west coast of Wales, 
where he enjoys sailing, making his own electric 
ukes and a bit of astronomy. But not all at once. 

Leisa Rea, concert & sopranino ukulele

Leisa has a diverse background in performance, 
music, directing and writing for stage, television 
and radio, working with many established names 
including Miranda Hart (BBC), Jack Rooke 
(Channel 4) and Live at the Apollo comic Jen 
Brister. She’s produced her own solo shows and 

written a raft of original songs for Musical Comedy 
Award winners Adams & Rea. Leisa has Irish-Italian 
heritage, plays uke, guitar and percussion and lives 
in London. 

Guy Hargreaves, concert ukulele

Guy is a seasoned performer and theatre maker 
from Lancashire with a background in acting, 
dance, clown, puppetry and music. He has 
directed shows for The National Youth Theatre and 
made short fi lms about friendly ghosts for his local 
Carnegie library. He’s appeared in iconic British 
television programmes (Coronation Street and 
East Enders) as well as penning his own solo show 
about letter writing, ballet dancing and growing 
up. Guy is a keen artist and hill climber. Sometimes 
he combines the two. 

Laura Currie, tenor ukulele

Laura was born in Dumfries, Scotland and joined 
the Orchestra shortly after graduating from 
Edinburgh University. She started playing the 
ukulele at the age of fi fteen after seeing the Ukes 
in concert and, inspired, fronted her fi rst rock 
band a year later. Away from the Orchestra, Laura 
performs under the stage name Ra and releases 
her own original material. Her eclectic mix of self-
produced YouTube videos have garnered an active 
online following. Laura also plays piano, bass and 
guitar. 

Laurie Higgins, bass ukulele

Laurie is a professional bass player from Dorset, 
who has many years of experience playing and 
recording with a huge variety of artists including 
Robbie McIntosh, Mutter Slater and Steve Jones. 
Having studied jazz and composition, he is also 
busily involved in writing and arranging music, as 
well as in music education. Laurie continues to 
provide the “heartbeat” for the Ukulele Orchestra 
with his signature sound, as the group tour in the 
UK, Europe, America and across the world. 

The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain is represented by Arts Management Group, New York, NY
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Thank You!

The Vancouver Recital Society gratefully acknowledges 
the following individual, foundation and corporate partners for their support. 

Season Sponsor: The Peak Group of Companies

Concert Sponsor: Elaine Adair | Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey & Robert Bailey | Robert & Denise | Ann Harding | The Martha Lou 
Henley Charitable Foundation | Cathy & Ian | Lynn Kagan | John C. Kerr Family Foundation | Quesnel Foundation | Dr. Barbara 
Romanowski | Ellen & Bob Silverman | Ric & Lynda Spratley | Forster/Stephenson Legacy Fund | Joyce & Tony | The Board of 
Directors of the Vancouver Recital Society | Victor | I Vivaci | Casey Ching & Meghan Wells

Additional Support: The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation | The John C. Kerr Family Foundation | RBC Foundation 
| The City of Vancouver - Cultural Services | The Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | The Diamond Foundation | The Chan 
Centre for the Performing Arts | Les Amis du Fromage

Accommodation Partner: The Opus Vancouver

Media Partners: Stir | The Vancouver Sun

Community Partners: Vancouver Academy of Music | Vancouver Public Library | Kettle Friendship Society

Supporters

Guardians ($10,000 and above): 
Elaine Adair | Elizabeth Arnold-Bailey & Robert Bailey | Casey Ching | Judith Fisher & Keith Purchase | Fonteromano Foundation |  
Ann Harding | The Martha Lou Henley Charitable Foundation | The John C. Kerr Family Foundation | Kaija & Erkki Rautiainen 
Fund | Louise Fletcher Memorial Fund held at the Vancouver Foundation | Joan C. McCarter Foundation held at the Victoria 
Foundation | Sheila McLeod | Remembering Otto & Marie Pick Charitable Foundation | Alan & Gwendoline Pyatt Foundation | 
Quesnel Foundation | RBC Foundation | Barbara Romanowski | Storage on Terminal | The Christopher Foundation | Tony Yue | 
One Anonymous Guardian

Visionaries ($5,000 - $9,999)
Cedarhurst Foundation | The Late Evelyn Downs | Lynn Kagan | Gracie Waddell Fund, held at Vancouver Foundation | Valerie 
Hunter | Sarah Kennedy in Memory of Ellen Tallman | Linda Siegel | Robert & Ellen Silverman | Richard & Lynda Spratley | The 
R. & J. Stern Family Foundation | Ian & Jane Strang | Holly Sykes & Rob Baker | Victor | Russell Wodell & David Gordon Duke

Champions ($2,500 - $4999)
Robert & Denise | Mark de Silva | Valerie & Richard Dunsterville | The Forster/Stephenson Legacy Fund held at the Vancouver 
Foundation | Kate Ker & Paul Cobban | Jane MacDonald | Eileen Mate | David McMurtry | Bill Meyerhoff in Memory of Nina 
Popovska | Mary Newbury | Katherine Paton & Jeff Beckman | John & Judith Taylor | Ken & Patricia Tolmie | Susan Wong Lim

Devotees ($1,000 - $2,499) 
Timothy Agg & Stuart Alcock | David Agler | Jeff & Keiko Alexander | Joanie Anderson | Joost Blom | Johan Arne Borgen | Ryan 
Bragg & Shelley Bruce | G. Chetty | Leila Chorley | Myron Story & Larry Clausen | Jeff Dresselhuis | William Ehrcke & Donna 
Welstein | Keith Farquhar in Memory of Koji Ito | Colleen & Nick Filler | Judy Finch in Memory of John Hunter, KC | Stephen 
M. Fitterman | Gropper Family Giving Fund | Joan Harding | David Harvey & Cecilia Bernabe | John Hooge | Rebecca Hunter 
& the Late John Hunter, KC | Arlene L. James | The Late Ingunn Kemble | Gordon Konantz in Memory of Gail Konantz | Lohn 
Foundation | Jane Mitchell | Mary Jane Mitchell | Geoffrey Newman | Patricia Pender | Erica Pratt | William D. Robertson | Don 
Rosenbloom Charitable Giving Fund | Stephen Schachter & Nancy Stern | Marie Schneider & Richard Dettman | Philip Sestak |  
Carol Tsuyuki | Alexandra Volkoff | Morag Whitfield | Janice Williams in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Baldwin Wong | Four 
Anonymous Devotees

Aficionados ($500 - $999) 
Atkins Family Fund | William & Gladys Baxter | Alan & Elizabeth Bell | Perry Beverly in Memory of John Hunter, KC | William 
Black | Richard Carswell & Maxine Searle | Kai Yee Chow | Judith Coffin | Peter & Hilde Colenbrander | Jared Dawson | John 
Stuart Donn | Camrose Ducote in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Michael & Dana Freeman | Maria Giardini | Arlene Gladstone | Rose-
Marie Glassman | Carolyn & Peter Godfrey | Cathy Grant | Elizabeth Guilbride | Lyman & Penelope Gurney | Gordon Harding | 
Rowena Huberman | Karen & Stephen Kline | Joyce Lee & Vincent Wong | Anndraya Luui | Ketty Magil | Sally & Wilfrid Mennell | 
Elena Miller in Honour of Leslie L. Miller | Chrstine Mills | Kathy Neilson | Rhona Rosen | Richard K. Schick | Karen Shuster | Cecil 
Sigal | James (Jim) G. Smith | Peter & Carol-Lyn Thaler | David Van Blarcom | Denis Walz | Robin Wenham | Jan Whitford & 
Michael Stevenson | Cheryl Williams in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Jon & Christine Wisenthal | Alice Wong | Lynda Yokoyama | 
Jennifer & Kenneth Yule | Three Anonymous Aficionados
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Friends ($250 - $499)
Ian Alexander | Geri Barnes | Paul Beckmann | Brenda Benham | Norma Boutillier | Pansy Chau | Jane Cherry | John & Lesley 
Christie | Anne Clemens | Allison Downs | Katherine Duncan | Susan Eadie | Kim Floeck | Roger & Marjorie Foxall in Memory 
of Maureen | Sara Getz in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Heather Holmes | Justin Huang | Heather Ireland | Bill Jeff ries | David 
P. Johnston | Karen Kavanagh | Cindy King | Pamela & David Kirkpatrick | Patricia Laimon | Fakroon T. Lakdawalla | Renate 
Lauritzen | Michelle Lebaron | Chin Yen Lee | D. Wendy Lee | Ken Margolis in Memory of Robert C. Goldstein | Kathie Marteinsson 
in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Gabriella Minnes-Brandes & Yoram Minnes | Martha Russell | Angela Schiwy | Nadine Sherwin & 
David Nicholson | Christine Shiner | Niamh Small | Anne & Mitch Taylor | Esther E. Vitalis | E. Wilson | Seven Anonymous Friends

Enthusiasts (up to $249)
Ludmila Afanasiev | Geoff  & Patrice | Maureen Aird | Karen Ameyaw in Honour of John Hunter, KC and his Family | Michie 
Anazawa | Susan Anderson in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Vinicio | Barbra Arnold | Gregory Aronsham | Barry Auger | Lois Bailey | 
Hemy-Bain Family | Denise Ball | Kevin & Grace Barrington-Foote | Ursula Beale | Merla Beckerman in Memory of John Brock | 
Merla Beckerman in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Karen Bentley | Barbara Blakely | Sandra Booth | Yasuyo Bosshardt | Carol 
Bruaner | Jean Brown | William & Sandra Bruneau | James Buck | Christina Burridge | Victoria Bushnell | Josephine Chanin | 
Susan Childs | Shirley Cohn in Memory of Sharon Kahn | Melodie Corbett | Basil & Tish Davis | Jacqueline Day | Norie De Vaz | 
Edith T. Eggenberger | Jamie Evrard in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Monica J. Felkel & Brian Taylor Goldstein in Honour of the 
VRS Team | Stephen Flamer | Christiana Flessner in Memory of Leon Getz, KC | Allan John Fletcher | Anson & Daphne Frost | 
Keiko Funahashi | Elizabeth Galbraith | Patsy George | Susan Giff ord | Sima N. Godfrey | Jocelyn Godolphin & Jim Henderson | 
Robin Goldstein | Yu Ting Gong | Janet & Marc Goodman in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Sandulli Grace in Memory of Robert Charles 
Goldstein | Kenneth Gracie & Philip Waddell | Robert Grant | David Griffi  ths | Gershon Growe in Memory of John Hunter, KC | 
Glen Hansman | Evelyn Harden | Paula Hart | Michael & Sandy Hayden | Catharine Herb-Kelly | Peter Michael Herford | Nancy 
Hermiston | Nancy Herring | Jeremy Hoey | Laura Howard | Barbara Jones | Edward Charles Jones | Mark Jowett | Anonymous 
in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | In Soo Kang | Helene Kaplan | Howard & Rosalind Karby | Brenda & Jack Karp in Memory of 
Ingunn Kemble | Stephen & Lois Kathnelson in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Jason & Kaori Keenan | Michelle Kim | Carol Kline | 
Norman Krasne | Peter Kwok | Margaret LaBelle | Patricia M. Lapalme in Memory of Pleuke Boyce | John Lea | Jeannette Leduc | 
Richard & Susan Lee | Nan Legate in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | George Lewis | Emma Li | Michael Lizardo | Carol Long | Alison 
MacLennan | Ryan Maginn | Joey Mai | Walter Mail | DM | Laurel March | Lisa Marcoe | Louis Margolis in Memory of Robert C. 
Goldstein | Rita McAllen | Barbara McBride in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | John McKellar | EJM | Konstantin Mestnikov | Bruce 
Mitchell | Pat Mitchell in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Gordon Mowat | Yukari Mukai | Sheila Munn | Takako Muta | Lucy Nguyen | 
Roberta Nitkin | Sheila Nolan | James & Susan Olsen | Ross Paul & Jane Brindley | Tianze Peng | Jill Plumbley | Silva Plut | Anna 
Caldwell | François Proulx | Ernest W. Quan | Henry Quan | Moura Quayle | Mark Quigley | Annelies Reeves in Honour of Sarah 
Kennedy | Brock Riedell & Cathie Clinch in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Ana Ristic | Tim Collins in Honour of Peter & Hilde 
Colenbrander | Lon & Marilyn Rosen | Thea Rosenstock | Bernard Rowe | Darlene | Ayako Sakaino | Naomi | Patti Schabas | 
Lynn Schouls | Giti in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | Violet Sexsmith | Dorothy Shermer | Elizabeth Shore | Paris Simons | Gareth 
S. Sirotnik | Donald J. Sorochan, KC | Jane Srivastava in Memory of John Brock | Linda Stewardson | Fumiko Suzuki | Lena 
Sverdlova | Jean Swenerton | Mary Maxwell Tait | Keiko Takeuchi | Wenhuan Teng | LEC | Gloria Tom | Kim Tomsich | Marilyn 
Vazzoler in Honour of Ingunn Kemble | Claudio Vellutini | José Verstappen | Duncan Watts-Grant | Orrin & Wendy Webber | 
Anonymous in Memory of Robert C. Goldstein | Sheila Wenzel | Birgit Westergaard & Norman Gladstone in Memory of Leon 
Getz, KC | Paul Westwick | Patrick J. White | Cora Whiting | Don Wilson | Anonymous in Honour of Agatha Carroll | Fei Wong | 
Marjorie Wood | Nancy Wu | Teran Wyer | Priscilla Yang | Molly Ying | Elizabeth Yip | Sheila & Chan in Memory of Ingunn Kemble | 
Yukie Yunoue | James Paul Zablonsky | Barbara Zielinski | Linda Zysbalt | One Hundred and Three Anonymous Enthusiasts

The following donors have also generously supported
the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the Vancouver Foundation:

The late Kurt Gagel | Leon & Leila Getz in Honour of the late Edwina Heller | Maryke & the late Paul Gilmore | Kenneth Owen 
Gracie & P.H. Waddell | The late Elisabeth de Halmy in Memory of Alexander de Halmy | Ann Harding | The late Edwina & Paul 
Heller | Martha Lou Henley in Honour of Leila Getz | Lynn Kagan | The late Harry Locke | Lilli & Jerry Luking |The late Miss Denise 
Mara | Eileen Mate | Diana McMeekin | Paula Palyga | Abe & the late Leyla Sacks | Ian & Jane Strang | John & Judy Taylor | Marilyn 
& the late Brian Wallace | Susan Wong Lim in Memory of Jean Lyons | Elizabeth Fong Yung in Loving Memory of T.Y. & Grace 
Fong | One Anonymous Building Block 

Corporate supporters of the VRS’s Building Blocks Endowment Fund at the Vancouver Foundation include:
AXA Pacifi c Insurance Co. | Getz Prince Wells | Haywood Securities 

Presenting exceptional artists is made possible by the generosity 
of all our supporters, who make the journey with us throughout the season.

This list was created on Friday, April 24, 2026, and includes bequests, gifts of cash, donations of securities, sponsorships and 
ticket donations dating back to January 31, 2025. Should you discover any errors or omissions, please accept our sincere 
apologies and contact D’Arcy Blunston, Development & Outreach Coordinator, by email to darcy@vanrecital.com or by phone 
at 604.602.0363, so that any necessary corrections can be made. 
There are many ways to support the VRS including making a philanthropic gift, sponsoring a concert and/or including us in your 
estate plans. If you would like more information, please contact us at 604.602.0363.
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VRS Board of Directors

Casey Ching - President
Gloria Tom - Vice-President
Jared Dawson - Treasurer
Jeff Dresselhuis - Secretary

Cathy Grant
Jonathan Girard
Shiuman Ho
James (Jim) Smith
Denis Walz

Staff

Leila Getz, C.M., O.B.C., DFA 
Founder & Artistic Director

Sara Getz
Executive Director

Alex Glyniany
Box Office & Production Manager

Niamh Small
Marketing & Communications Manager

D'Arcy Blunston
Development & Outreach Coordinator

103 - 119 West Pender Street
Vancouver, BC 
V6B 1S5

Telephone: 604.602.0363

Email: info@vanrecital.com

Web: vanrecital.com

Vancouver Recital Society acknowledges that we are on the traditional and unceded territory of the Coast 
Salish Peoples, including the territories of the xʷməθkwəy̓əm (Musqueam), Skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and 
Səl̓ílwətaʔ/Selilwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) Nations.



The Peak Group of Companies is proud to  

support the Vancouver Recital Society  

as the 2025-2026 Season Sponsor


